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87. Eiffellithus paragogus Gartner in Robaszynski et al. (1993) 
 

   
Pl. XXIV, figs 6a-c 

 
Eiffellithus eximius (STOVER), HILL, 1976, p. 139, Pl. 6, figs 19-33  
Eiffellithus sp. 1, PERCH-NIELSEN, 1985, Pl. 34, figs 5, 6  
Eiffellithus sp. 3, PERCH-NIELSEN, 1985, Pl. 34, figs 7, 8  
 
Description: Eiffellithus paragogus is a medium size species of Eiffellithus in which the 

crossbars are nearly, sometimes exactly, aligned with the long and short axes of the 
elliptical rim. As in other species of this genus, the rim is constructed of a single cycle of 
sharply inclined, small calcite cristallites. The area enclosed by the rim is covered by a 
smooth, seemingly structureless plate, which has a diamond-shaped opening in the 
center. The crossbars may appear doubled and curved at their ends; they have not been 
observed to bear a stem.  

As PERCH-NIELSEN (1985) indicates the Albian specimens have a range disjunct from the 
younger Eiffellithus eximius and, thus, are not the same species, although superficially 
quite similar. Eiffellithus paragogus generally has a smaller size range than other species 
of the genus and only the distinctly different Eiffellithus gorkae seems to be consistently 
smaller in size. The two forms noted by PERCH-NIELSEN, sp. 1 and sp. 3, have 
essentially the same highest occurrence; moreover, it is often not possible to distinguish 
them. Consequently the two are combined and considered as a single taxon -which 
merits its own name. Unfortunately the species is too rare to lend itself to biometric 
analysis and characterization.  

Type specimen: Plate XXIV, figures 6a, 6b, 6c.  
Type level: Sample SMA 112, Fahdène Formation, basal Cenomanian.  
Type locality: "Kalaat es Senam" 1:50'000 topographic map, between oueds Smara and Bou 

Touil, at about 2 km N-NW from Bir Solaa water well.  
This species has been recorded previously from the Albian. It occurs rarely in the early 

Cenomanian as well. In the context of nannofossil biostratigraphy, it is disconcerting to 
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realize that to be confident about the identity of this species, it helps to know first the 
age of the sample. That, however, cannot deny the existence of the species.  
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